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Ganges/ he writes to his friend M. Bailly, 'astronomy,
astrology, metempsychosis, etc/; that today (that is in
the eighteenth century) this past greatness is slowly
crumbling into dust is partly due to inherent germs of
decay, partly also to the commercial invasion from the
West. "All the greatness and misery of the human
mind are displayed in the ancient Brahmins, and in
their successors. On the one hand, there is persever-
ing virtue, supported by rigorous abstinence; a sublime
philosophy, though fantastical and veiled by ingenious
allegories; a horror at shedding blood, constant charity
towards human beings and animals. On the other
hand, there is the most despicable superstition. This
fanaticism, although of a calm kind, has led them for
innumerable centuries to encourage the suicide of so
many young widows who have thrown themselves on the
funeral pyres of their husbands. This horrible excess in
religion and in greatness of soul maintains itself side by
side with the famous profession of faith of the Brah-
mins that God wants from us only charity and good
deeds. The whole world is dominated by contradic-
tions.' *

And Voltaire has no doubt that this 'misery of the
mind' is entirely due to the 'Brahmins' themselves, their
deliberate attempt to misguide the people. He, by the
way, makes a rather subtle distinction between what
he calls the 'Brachmanes', meaning thereby the priests
of ancient times, and the 'Brames' who are their succes-
sors today. All his criticism is levelled against the con-
temporary leaders of Indian religion. 'Most of them,*
he says, 'live in a soft apathy. Their great

* Hist. Fragments on India.